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On this 34th edition of International Dance Day, I wish to extend my best wishes
to all who are celebrating this treasured form of artistic expression at the event
organized by the International Theatre Institute (ITI) in Paris.
Founded in 1948 as an official NGO partner of UNESCO, the International
Theatre Institute has long advocated for increased international cooperation and
exchange within the performing arts sector – seeing the performing arts as key
to promoting intercultural understanding and dialogue, as well as sustainable
development.
International Dance Day, established by ITI’s Dance Committee in 1982, was
born out of this conviction. It celebrates dance as a universal art form which
transcends differences of language, religion, and nationality, and offers a
platform for dancers – both professional and amateur – to share their talents,
passion and creativity with the world. UNESCO commends the ITI for inspiring
and supporting these talented dancers, who, through their art, serve as powerful
ambassadors of peace.
In these challenging times, too often marked by conflict and discord, we need
dance more than ever. Dance infuses our lives with joy and reminds of us all
that we share as members of the same human family. On this International
Dance Day, let us celebrate one of humanity’s oldest forms of creative
expression and embrace its tremendous unifying power.
I can think of no better place to highlight the universality of dance than the Parc
de la Villette, which is home to dozens of museums, concert halls, theatres and
performance spaces meant to engage all people, regardless of age or
background. This day represents the ideal opportunity to showcase France’s
long, diverse history of dance traditions – which extends from 17th century ballet
to contemporary hip-hop – and the ways in which that history is intricately
intertwined with the histories and cultures of individuals from around the world.
In this spirit of celebration and togetherness, I wish you all a very happy
International Dance Day.

